390                                                         LETTER TO COURT
2.   We addressed you the llth of November1 by the opportunity of a
Dutch conveyance, a duplicate of which letter we herewith send you as also
duplicates of our letters per Elizabeth under date 2nd March.
3.   We also herewith transmit to you two sets of the country correspond-
ence, the one from the dispatch of the March ship to the time of Colonel
Clive's taking charge of this Presidency and the other commencing from thence
and brought up to the present time.
4.   The purport of our last letter was principally to inform you of an
armament we had sent into the Deckan under the direction of Colonel Forde.
The advices lately received from thence have greatly confirmed to us the
expediency of that measure.   Monsieur Conflans, who has succeeded Monsieur
Bussy in his command, was within but a few days' march of the Rajah and
it is hardly to be doubted but that he would have defeated him and re-estab-
lished himself in  Vizagapatam  etc.;  however  Colonel  Forde's  seasonable
arrival obliged him to retreat and he had actually, as the Colonel informs us
in a letter under date the 20th October, repassed the river at Rajah'smindry.
The Colonel was determined to march the 1st of November to join the Rajah
(who was encamped with an army of 12,000 men about 25 miles from Vizaga-
patam) and then proposed in conjunction with his forces to move towards the
enemy as the French are said to amount to no more than 300 Europeans and
6 or 7,000 seapoys.   We are in hopes of soon hearing favourable accounts from
that quarter.   Should we succeed (as we have reason to flatter ourselves we
shall) in extirpating the French from the Golconda province it will be an
important point gained to the Company: the enemy will thereby be deprived
of almost the only resource they have had during the war, our squadron will
have it in their power more effectually to distress them by intercepting; their
succors and supplies, as they will then have only the port of Pondicherry
open   to   receive,   and   in   these   parts   we   shall   be   free    from     any
apprehensions  of their  undertaking  anything  against  us  by land;  there
will not be a Frenchman within 400 leagues of us so that no expedition
can be attempted but by sea which can never be effected but with a superior
squadron and even then the difficulties of getting a footing in this province
are of so complicated a nature as to render any such design very hazardous
and uncertain.
5.   Notwithstanding the great efforts made by the French in sending: out
Monsr. Lafly with a considerable force and their success at Fort St. David
(which does not appear to us to have been so well defended as the strength
and importance of the place deserved), yet the miscarriage before Tanjour
and the loss they had sustained both from sickness and desertion had suspend-
ed their progress, and we are of opinion if vigorous and prudent measures be
pnmed upon this coast the French will be reduced to a very low ebb by the
end of the next year.
6.   On the arrival of the King's troops, whom we may now shortly expect*
the enemy will have no great superiority in point of numbers, to make up
for which, we have room to think, we shall have the advantage in the good-
ness of the men; much indeed will depend upon the arrival of our squadron,
on the Coast before that of the enemy.   We have therefore taken every oppor-
flamty of recommending to Mr; Pocock the utmost dispatch in getting his
ship ready to return early thither.   The plenty of money and provisions wife